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D loraclis Crors the Jordan Bier

Joshua 3:1-4:24

Bible Point:

%‘) Remember to thank God.

Weaving Faith Into Life:

) Children will remember to thank God for everything
God has given them.

Key Verse:

)> God'’s mighty hand cares for you (adapted from 1
Peter 5:6-7).

Lesson Sequence What Children Will Do ‘ Classroom Supplies Teacher Pack Supplies
-
Welcome and Worship CD player CD: “"Worship Our
Welcome each other, and praise God" (track 19),
God through music. “Praise the Lord”
H (Psalm 150:6)
Getti ng (track 10); plastic
Started ball clackers
about 5 min.
J \J
FaithWeaver Hands Up Bible, beach ball

Play a game, and talk about how
God protects us.

Key Verse
Activity

about 10 min.

. Hear how Theo remembered to string (track 3)
Bible thank God.
Story
Exploration Story Time: Joshua Remembers Bible, 12 paper plates,
about 15 min. the Jordan 2 blue towels
Act out the Bible story and give
thanks to God.

Puppy Pointers CD player, Theo puppet, CD:"Here, Theo”
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Lesson Sequence What Children Will Do Classroom Supplies Teacher Pack Supplies
Center 1: Cereal Altar Lesson 12 of My Bible
Create an altar from cereal pieces. Hugs, pen, puffed-corn
cereal, glue, bowls, wet
wipes
Center 2: Rocky-River Snack 1 paper plate, 1 graham
Weaving Create a rocky river. cracker, and 1 craft stick
Faith per child; jelly; banana
slices
Into Life
about 20 min. Center 3: Thankful Toss Lightweight ball or large
Children will toss a ball among crumpled paper ball
themselves while singing a song.
Center 4: “Thank You” Altar Paper plates, crayons,
Use the paper plate “rocks” to build tape
an altar.
Be a FaithWeaver
Make a challenge for the week
ahead.
Lastlng Action Prayer Bendable man character ....
|mpre55ion5 Take turns thanking God. b
about 10 min. = T
]
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Bible Background for Teachers

Ve brioclies Crass the Jorcdom Givenr

Joshua 3:1-4:24

’

Parts of this story seem like a rerun of the Israelites
crossing of the Red Sea 40 years earlier. Remember, however,
that apart from Joshua and Caleb, all of the people crossing
the Jordan River were no older than children when Israel
crossed the Red Sea. This totally new experience must have
reminded them of the stories their parents had told them
about the miracle of crossing the Red Sea.

Notice that the Jordan River was not just a trickling
stream—it was at “flood stage.” In the area of Jericho, it would
have been 10 to 12 feet deep, and the current quite strong.

The Israelites built a stone memorial with the rocks
taken from the center of the Jordan River. The memorial
would remind people of the wonders God had done for the
Israelites as they entered the Promised Land, and the 12
stones together would remind them of the 12 tribes joined
together as one nation.

The last verse of today’s passage, Joshua 4:24, tells us why
God dried up the Jordan for the people to cross: “so that all
the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the
Lord is powerful and so that you might always fear the Lord
your God!” God wanted his people to fear him—to give him
the worship and service he deserved. Remembering what
God had done would give them encouragement and faith
when they faced the difficulties of conquering this new land.
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Devotion for Teachers

The 1 Thing: As we grow in relationship
with Christ, we become more Christ-like.
We can testify that we have been renewed
and delivered from our different lives of the past.

Weaving Faith Into Your Life: Reread Joshua 4:24.
Note the public display of power that God left
as a reminder of his love and power. In times of
darkness, it is often helpful to rest in the truth of
what we have experienced in the past. Encounters
with our Savior remind us that he is with us. Sharing
these experiences with others can give hope to the
hopeless and bring glory to the work God has done
in you. Identify five people to whom you will testify
of God'’s power in your life this week. After you share,
watch how God's power in you affects the people
you share with.

For more about The 1 Thing, see page 4.




Understanding Ages 3 & 4 for Teachers

Preschoolers are just learning about manners. They often need to be reminded to
say “please” and “thank you." Teach your children that just as they need to remember
their manners with others, they need to remember their manners with God. Remind
children that God is always good to us and gives us many good things. It's important
to thank God for being so nice to us!

Easy Prep for Teachers
Music—Place the FaithWeaver Preschool/Ages 3 & 4, Fall 2006 CD in your CD player. Extra lm pact
Hands Up—Bookmark 1 Peter 5:6-7 in your Bible. Place 12 paper plates on the

. . . fl that child ill b
Puppy Pointers—Tie some string around Theo's paw. Por 5o that chrieren Wi be

able to walk from plate to
Joshua Remembers the Jordan—Bookmark Joshua 3:1-4:24 in your Bible. plate. Tape the plates to the
floor so they don't slip. As
Cereal Altar children arrive, direct them
to walk, hop on one foot, or
jump from plate to plate to
get across the “Jordan River.”

« Remove the Lesson 12 pages from My Bible Hugs, and write children’s
names on them.

« Place a small amount of glue in several bowls. Help children to count the
plate “rocks” as they go.

Thankful Toss—Collect a lightweight ball or crumple a large piece of paper.

Web Help: For more ideas on using FaithWeaver with your class, see (
the bonus teacher tips at www.faithweaver.com.

Getting Started

Welcome and Worship

As the children arrive, greet each one warmly and welcome him or her with a smile.
Remind children of their Daily Challenges found on page 131, and have them find a
friend to share how they completed their Daily Challenges this past week. When it's
time to begin, use your classroom signal to gather the children in a circle. (See page 9
for more about classroom signals.)

Have children stand in a circle to sing “Worship Our God”
to the tune of “I've Got the Joy.” Encourage the children to join
you in singing the song through once first.

Track 19

We're here at church to learn and play and worship our God. (What?)
Worship our God. (What?) Worship our God.

We're here at church to learn and play and worship our God,
Worship our God today!

The second and third time you sing the song, sing the children’s names in the
order they're standing in the circle. Also encourage the children to raise their hands,
skip in place, or do some other action to worship God when their names are sung. Be
sure to sing the song as many times as it takes to include each child’s name.
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[Sing the names of four children] will worship our God. (What?)
Worship our God. (What?) Worship our God.

[Sing the names of four different children] will worship our God.
Worship our God today!

Tips from
the Trenches
If you have more students m We can thank God by singing about things he’s done for us.

than plastic ball clackers,
either distribute other

Distribute the plastic ball clackers from the Teacher Pack,

noisemakers or have some of and have children use them to worship God as they sing

the kids provide percussion “Praise the Lord” (Psalm 150:6). While the song plays, tap

sounds by stomping t_he'r different children on the head. When you tap a child on the Track 10
feet and clapping their )

herd, head, have him or her create dance movements as he or she

sings. Encourage kids to show how thankful they are to God.

FaithWeaver Key Verse Activity
Hands Up

Have the children form a circle and sit down. Open your Bible to 1 Peter 5:6-7, and
show the children the words.

) m Our Key Verse from the Bible says, “Humble yourselves, therefore,
under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast
all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” That means God’s
mighty hand cares for you. Let’s say that together. Lead the children
in repeating the simplified version of the Key Verse with you: God'’s
mighty hand cares for you.

Let’s all stand in a circle. I'll toss a beach ball up into the air, and
your job is to work together to keep the ball from falling to the
ground so it doesn’t get hurt.

Toss up the beach ball. Let the children bat the ball up in the air. If the ball does
fall, toss it back into play. After a few minutes, collect the ball and have the children
sitin a circle.

m « How do you feel knowing that God takes care of you with his
mighty hands? (Happy; glad; excited.)

« How does God care for us with his hands? (He protects us; he keeps
us safe.)

m God protects us just as we protected this ball. Because God protects

\\/“/J ) us, we should remember to thank God.

Bible Story Exploration
Puppy Pointers

m Listen, everyone, Theo’s coming! He has something to show us. Let’s
find out what it is.

Play “Here, Theo” on the CD, and bring Theophilus the
FaithRetriever out with some string tied around his paw. Then
follow along with the script.

Track 3
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Theo: Hi, everybody!

Teacher: Hello, Theo! It’s nice of you to come to church with us today. Do
you have something to show us?

Theo: | have some string tied to my paw to help me remember something.
Teacher: What are you trying to remember, Theo?
Theo: | can't remember.

Teacher: Oh, you've forgotten. That's too bad. Well, we just practiced
remembering our Bible Point and learning that we need to thank God.
Friends, can you tell Theo what you learned about thanking God?

(Pause for children to help Theo.)

Teacher: Let’s tell Theo our Bible Point for today: remember to thank God. (
(Have children repeat the Bible Point for Theo.)

Teacher: And today’s Bible story is about some people who wanted to
remember to thank God for taking care of them.

Theo: That's it! Now | remember what | was trying to remember.
Teacher: What were you trying to remember, Theo?

Theo: | wanted to make up a song to thank God for string!
Teacher: That's nice, Theo. God loves to be thanked!

Theo: I'm going to go make up my song now.

Teacher: Let’s say goodbye to Theo.

Encourage the children to wave or say goodbye to Theo. Then put Theo away in a
safe place for next week’s use.

m « Why did Theo have a string on his paw? (To help him remember; so
he could thank God; to play with.)

» How can you remember to thank God? (I can draw a picture; pray (‘\/E/_\

with a friend; ask my mom to remind me.)

m There are lots of ways to thank God. In fact, in our Bible story
today, we’ll learn how Joshua and the Israelites remembered to
thank God.

Story Time: Joshua Remembers the Jordan

Before you begin the Bible story, lay 12 paper plates in the middle of the story area
to represent the 12 stones from the Jordan River. To represent the river, lay two blue
towels side by side over the plates.
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Tips from
the Trenches

If you have more than 10
students, have children form
two groups to carry the

paper plate “rocks” out of the

Have the children sit on one side of the “Jordan!” Open your Bible to Joshua 3:1-4:24,

and show children the words.

m Last week we learned about a woman named Rahab and two spies

Q

»

who believed in God. Today’s Bible story tells us that we need to
remember to thank God.

The Israelites had been living in the desert for a long, long time. But
they were getting closer and closer to their new home, the land God
had promised them.

One day Joshua, the Israelites’ leader, told the people to follow him.
I'll pretend to be Joshua, and you can be the Israelites. Follow me,
please. Lead children around the room and then stop at the towels.

Joshua led the people right to (pause) a large river. They needed to
cross the Jordan River to get to the Promised Land, but there was
no way to get across. They couldn’t jump over it. Lead children in
jumping in place. They couldn’t go under it. Lead kids in stomping on
the floor. And they sure couldn’t go around it! Lead kids in looking
from side to side.

river. This will speed up the
activity. Instead of having
children shout out their
thanks, have them say what
they’re thankful for in regular
voices.

m « What do you think the Israelites should do? (Make a bridge; turn
around; ask God for help.)

m God did an amazing thing for his people. He stopped the flow of the
water so the Israelites could walk right through the Jordan River!
Fold back the towels to create a path between them and to uncover the
plates. Then lead children across the “river.”

m « How do you think the Israelites felt about God helping them?
(Happy; thankful; surprised.)

« How would you thank God if you were an Israelite? (Sing him a
song; give God a present; say “thank you.")

m Joshua wanted the Israelites to remember what God had done to
help them for a long time. He wanted the Israelites to remember to
thank God.

So this is what they did. They carried 12 rocks from the river and
piled them together. Joshua said, “Every time you see these rocks
and every time someone asks you about these rocks, remember
that God helped us. Remember to thank God.”

»

Have the children form a single-file line next to the river. Explain that the first
person in line will pick up a paper plate “rock” and shout out something he or she
is thankful for. Then that child will hand the paper plate to the next child, who will
also shout out something he or she is thankful for. When the plate has been passed
through the entire ling, the last child in line will set it on the floor. Then the first child
in line will pick up the second rock and pass it down the line in the same manner.
Have kids pass each rock down the line, thanking God with each rock.

m The Israelites piled the rocks in a special way to make what'’s called
an altar. The altar helped them to remember to thank God. Let’s pile
our paper plate “rocks” together as the Israelites did. Have children
put the paper plates in a pile.

»

)

N
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F X379 - Why did the Israelites want to thank God? (He helped them cross
the river; God got them out of the desert.)

» Why do you want to thank God? (For my dad; for my bike; for my new

friend.)
m God'’s mighty hand cares for us! So it doesn’t matter how we '\
do it, but we need to remember to thank God for being so ( \/g/_
good to us.

Weaving Faith Into Life

Choose at least two of the learning centers to help reinforce today’s Bible lesson.
Gather the needed materials, and put the supplies in an out-of-sight area until you're
ready for them. Allow the children to choose which center they'd like to explore first.
Then circulate among the children as they create and explore. Encourage them to
make connections between their activities and the Bible story by asking them the
questions included with each description. (See pages 25, 37, 50, and 61 for more
creative ways to organize your learning centers.)

Center 1: Cereal Altar

Distribute the Lesson 12 My Bible Hugs pages, and give each child 12 pieces of puffed-
corn cereal. Explain that children can pretend that the pieces of cereal are the 12 rocks
the Israelites brought out of the river. Show the children how to dip a piece of cereal in
the glue and then set the “rock” inside the rectangle on the page. Have children make
an“altar” of 12 cereal rocks inside the rectangle.

Use wet wipes to wash glue off children’s fingers when they have finished.

m « What did the altar remind the Israelites to be thankful for?
(God helped them get out of the desert; God helped them through
the Jordan River.)

» What will you remember to thank God for? (My family; my house;

my toys.)
m God'’s mighty hand cares for us every day. Let’s remember to \/g/_\
thank God. When Jesus was on earth, he remembered to thank

God by praying and telling God that he loved him. Jesus can
show us how to thank God in many different ways.

Center 2: Rocky-River Snack

Have the children wash their hands (or clean them using wet wipes) and then sit down
to prepare their snack. Set out jelly, craft sticks, and banana slices. Give each child a
paper plate and a graham cracker. Show children how to use a craft stick to spread jelly
on their graham crackers. Explain that the jelly represents the Jordan River. Then show

ALLERGY ALERT

» See page 14.
- - 5 > o=

children how to put banana slices on their crackers to represent the rocks the Israelites
brought out of the Jordan River.
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m- How did the Israelites remember to thank God? (They built a pile of
stones; they made an altar.)

* How can we can thank God for our snacks? (Pray; sing; dance.)

m The Israelites used the rocks from the river to create an altar. The
) altar helped them remember to thank God. Each time you eat a
banana slice, say “thank you” to God. First let’s thank God together
for helping the Israelites cross the Jordan and for providing our
snack. Invite a child to pray for the snack.

2

Center 3: Thankful Toss

m God cares for us and helps us in so many ways. We're going to play a
) game that will help us remember to thank God.

o

Ask children to hold hands to form a circle. They will drop their hands once the
circle is formed.

Direct children to sing the following song while they toss a lightweight ball or a
piece of crumpled paper to each other. Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”

Remember to thank God
Remember to thank God

God’s mighty ha-nd cares for me.
Remember to thank God.

Ask whoever is holding the ball when the song ends to thank God for something.
Continue tossing the ball until all of the children have had a chance to catch the ball
and thank God for something.

m- How did the Israelites thank God? (They collected rocks; they built an
altar; they remembered what God had done for them.)

« How can we thank God? (We can pray; we can build an altar; we can
tell our friends what God has done for us.)

m God'’s mighty hand cared for the Israelites and he cares for us today.
Because we have so many things to be thankful for we want to

~\/§/_~ ) remember to thank God.

Center 4: “Thank You” Altar

Set out paper plates and crayons. Have the children draw things they’re thankful for on
the plates, such as their houses, families, pets, or something God made. When they've
finished, have children tape their paper plates to a wall. Help children place the plates
close together so they're like an altar.

m- What will your altar remind you of? (To remember to thank God; how
God helped the Israelites; that | am thankful for my mom.)

» Why are you thankful to God? (My grandma; toys; friends.)
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Em You've thought of so many good reasons to thank God. God loves
you and cares for you so much. It makes God so happy when you
remember to give thanks to him.

Lasting Impressions
Be a FaithWeaver

After the children have cleaned up their centers, bring the class back to the circle area
on the floor. Review the lesson activities and the Bible Point, and then encourage the
children to share what they remember about the Bible story.

Use this time not only to review the lesson but also to challenge kids in their faith.
Encourage them to each choose one of the Daily Challenges you will provide for
applying today’s lesson to their lives. Use these challenges for both encouragement
and accountability in your children’s growing relationships with Jesus.

m Today we learned that we should remember to thank God. |
would like each of you to choose one of these Daily Challenges
to help you to remember to thank God throughout the week.

2

Give kids these three challenges to choose from:

« Help your dad or mom wash and clean your toys. As you do, thank God for
providing the toys for you.

- Give a piece of candy to a friend. Thank God for giving you wonderful
friends.

« Help your mom or dad make dinner. Before you eat, remember to thank
God for the food he gives you each day.

Have kids whisper in your ear or tell you which challenge they've chosen. Make
sure you choose a challenge as well, and tell the kids. Your commitment will inspire
your students and give them an opportunity to see God at work in your life as well as
in theirs!

m When we meet again next week, | will ask how you completed
your Daily Challenge and remembered to thank God! (

2

Action Prayer

Retrieve the bendable man character from the Teacher Pack. Have children sitin a

circle. "LJ‘)

m When we remember to thank God, it makes him happy. I'll pass the

bendable man to someone, and they will tell God “thank you” for s '“'
something. Then pass the bendable man to someone who hasn’t (— ' o
prayed. g
i
Begin the prayer yourself, and then gently pass the bendable man character to a |

child. Be sure everyone gets a chance to pray, and then have the group say, “Thank
you, God, for everything! In Jesus’name, amen.”
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At the end of class, remind children to take home the My Bible Hugs student
book pages. (Ideas for creating a take-home center are found on page 16.)
Have the children tell their parents the challenges they committed to in the
“Be a FaithWeaver” activity. Encourage the parents to help their kids fulfill these
commitments throughout the week. By working together and focusing on the
same goals, you and the parents of your students can begin weaving faith into
children’s lives!




Encouragement for You

You are the one who answered the call. You are the one who
arrives early, sun or snow, to make sure everything’s ready for
class because this could be the lesson that leads a child to Christ.
God called. And you are the one who answered. Thank you.

From Heartfelt Thanks for Sunday School Teachers. Copyright ©
2003 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO.



